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ABSTRACT 

This brief report presents and discusses statistics 
on the larital and family characteristics of workers in 1973 [e.g., 
nearly UO .illion .arried len and 20 .illion ■^rEi«?,??»«'^.*®^f 
the 86 aillion person labor force, and of the 1.7 .illion increase in 
the labor force, three-quarters consisted of J^^^, , 

percent), single aen (2a percent), and single wonen (15 P^J^cent) ]. 
FaSily Statistics are reviewed, and tables show e.ployient status of 
persons 16 years old and over by nairital status, sex, and race; labor 
force participation roles of »%rried woven (husband PJ^^ent) by 
presence and age of children: and enployient status of faiily head 
and other faaily leMbers by race. (HH) 
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H</larital and Family Characteristics of Workers, 

March 1973 



For every two married men in the labor force in March 1973, one 
married woman was also working or looking for work. Nearly 40 mil- 
lion married men and 20 million married women were among the 88 
million persons in the labor force. There were almost as many workers 
who had never married-- 19 million- -as married women, and 10 million 
were widowed, divorced, or separated persons. 

Of the 1.7 million increase in the labor force in the year ending in 
March 1973, three-quarters consisted of married women (34 percent), 
single men (24 percent) and single women (15 percent) . While popula- 
tion growth contributed to this increase, a large part of the gain result- 
ed from the strong pick-up in economic activity and demand for workers. 
Employment increased in most narital categories, cutting back the num- 
ber unemployed and absorbing the labor force growth. (Se>e table 1.) 
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Married men made no significant contribution to the year's labor 
force growth, even though their population rose by a half mUlion. Their 
labor force participation rate continued its long-term gradual decline, 
slipi ing to 84. 8 percent. As in past years, this decline was concentra- 
ted among husbands 45 years old and over, a group that includes those 
who are reaching retirement age and that has a greater incidence of 
disabling health problems than younger men. Labor force rates for 
Negro husbands declined as well, especiaUy in the older age groups. 

The labor force participation rate for aU single men rose for the 
second year in a row, reaching 66.1 percent in March 1973. The in- 
crease was a reflection of the year's improvement in economic condi- 
tions; employment gains cut tneir unemployment rate to 10.9 percent, 
the lowest level in 3 years, and attracted a greater proportion of single 

men into the labor force. 

The labor force participation rate of married women, husband 
present, continued on its long-term upward path, reaching 42.2 percent 
in March 1973. Virtually aU of this rise stemmed from increases in the 
number of women under age 35 in the labor force, including both those 
who had no children and those who were mothers of preschool age chil- 
dren. The rate for wives 45 to 64 years old declined somewhat after 
jmaining at a plateau of 44 percent since March 1970. 
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Despite the fact that the presence of young children in the family 
exercises strong inhibitory effects on the mother's labor force partici- 
pation, the labor force rate of wives with children under 6 years old 
continued to increase, rising sharply over the year to 33 percent. (See 
table 2.) The increase in the rate for wives with children under 3 was 
matched only once before in the past IZ years. 
Families 

In line with the rising labor force participation of married women, 
the number of husband-wife families with more than one worker con- 
tinued to grow over the year. In March 1973, there were about 22 mil- 
lion husband-wife families that had other family members in addition to 
the husband in the labor force. This number represented about 56 per- 
cent of all husband-wife families in which the head was in the labor 
force. (See table 3.) 

As in earlier years, the proportion of families with more than one 
worker was greater among Negroes (65 percent) than among whites 
(55 percent) due in part to the lower income of Negro husbands relative 
to white husbands. Among both white and Negro families, wives rather 
than other fainily members were much more likely to be the additional 
family workers. 
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The number of female family heads increased by more than 
400, 000 over the year to 6.6 million. Their labor force participation 
rate, at 53.2 percent, remained unchanged. Women who are heads of 
families are more likely than wives to be in the labor force but they 
are not in the work force to the same extent as married men who are 
family heads. 

These findings are from the annual survey of marit .: id family 
characteristics of workers in the population 16 years old id over. 
The survey was conducted in March 1973 for the Bureau Labor 
Statistics by the Bureau of the Census. Additional information on this 
subject will be published in a forthcoming issue of the Monthly Labor 
Review . 
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T«bltt 1. IteployMint tttttu* of p#riun« 15 y««rft old «nd ovr, by Mritcl tUtuft, and i«c«, tterch 1972 And 1973 



Mtrch 1972 



Karch 1973 







Ubo 


r forCQ 1972 








La bo 


r Coircc 1^ 


73 




Total 1^ 










Total If 




UnaMployad 


Total 










"fare ant 


Total 










Parctnt 


population 




Parcsnt of 


Caployad 


Muubar 


of 


population 




Parcant ol 


C^loyvd 


Nuabor 


ot 




populat ion 




labor 




population 




labor 












fore* 












(orca 


6a. 27? 




78.6 


^9.402 


3^76 


5.7 


69.350 


54.399 , 


78.4 


50^895 


2.525_ 


4.6 




39.654 


R5.5 


37.311 


1.326 


3.3 


46,939 


39,782 


84,8 


37,822 


1,110 


2.8 


1 


1 , 30? 


77.6 


1 .170 


t25 


9.6 


1 ,733 


1 .370 


79.1 


1,254 


67 


6.4 




598 


32.6 


570 


27 


4.5 


1 .924 


607 


31 .5 


586 


20 


3.3 


1 ,781 


1.M7 


79.6 


1 .283 


122 


8.6 


1.963 


1.536 


78.4 


1,425 


103 


6.7 


16 .373 


10.693 


&4.5 


9.068 


1 .476 


13.8 


16,791 


11,102 


66.1 


9,806 


1,205 


10.9 


75 506 


32,939 


43 .6 


30,795 


2,l44 


6.5 


76 ,850 


33 ,904 


4&.1 


31j92_5 


i ,979 


5.8 


^ MX) 


19.249 


41.5 


18 21 7 


1 .032 


5.4 


46 939 


19.621 


42.2 


18.908 


913 


4,6 


2 • 8^ 


1 .500 


52.8 


l!328 


172 


11 5 


2 902 


1.522 


52.4 


1 . 367 


155 


10.2 


9.601 


2 570 


26 .9 


2.488 


82 


3.2 


9.854 


2 484 


25.2 


2.394 


90 


3 6 


3.035 


2.U3 


70.1 


2 .022 


121 


5.6 


3.276 


2!338 


71.4 


2,216 


122 


5,2 


1 ^ *ClO 


7 .477 


54.9 


6.740 


737 


9.9 


1 3 .879 


7 .739 


55.8 


7 040 


699 


9.0 


7 261 


5.312 




A 727 




9.5 


7 582 


5.533 




5^024 


423 


7,6 


i.rt25 


3.261 


85.3 


3,033 


1 5ti 


4.H 


3,827 


3,237 


84.6 


3,037 


128 


4.0 


50H 


367 


72.2 


311 


56 


1 5. 3 


572 


433 


75.7 


401 


22 


5.1 


322 


121 


37.6 


112 


9 


7.4 


353 


131 


37.1 


123 


8 


6.1 


215 


165 


76.7 


1 34 


31 


18.8 


280 


205 


73.2 


191 


13 


6.3 


2.391 


1.398 


58.5 


1.137 


252 


lu.O 


2.550 


1,527 


59.9 


1.272 


252 


16.5 


9 J»75 


-^176 ^ 


^H.l 


3,709 


467 


11.2 


9^^066 


4^427 


48^8 


L.978 


449 


10.1 


3.«n 


1 .991 


51.9 


1.830 


161 


8.1 


3,877 


2,093 


54.0 


1,952 


141 


6.7 


1 .056 


538 


50.9 


458 


80 


14.9 


1 .122 


546 


48.7 


477 


69 


12.6 


1.222 


412 


33.7 


394 


18 


4.4 


1 .292 


169 


28.6 


356 


13 


3.5 




a 5 


6S.a 


299 


16 


5.1 


516 


366 


70,9 


337 


29 


7.9 


2.085 


920 


4:,.i 


728 


192 


:o.9 


2,259 


1,053 

1 


46.6 


856 


197 


18.7 



AiX PKKSOHS 

ften 

Harrtad. wife praaant 

Marrtad. wtCa abaant 

Widwad 

Oivorcad 

Stn^la 

Uoaan 

Hamad, huaband present 

Marriad, huaband abtent 

Uidowt»d> 

Oivorcad 

Sinisla 

HiiCRO AND (YTHlA RACtS 

Man 

Marrlod. wUe pr««ent 

Harritfii. witt* absent 

Widowed 

DivnrciMl - 

Sinicla 

Uoo«n - 

Harried, hi iband prest*nC 

Harried. ' ^aband absent 

Uidowwl 

Divorcad 

Single 



1/ Th« otale labor Corca includes naab«ra of the Anted Forcaa. living off post or with their faniliaa on post. 



Table 2. Labor force participation rates 1/ of aarrlad wo«an. husband ptaaant. by preaeftca and aga of 

children. March 1960-1973 
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1/ Labor force ae percent of popuietlon. 
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1/ Includes aaabere of the Araed Forcee living off post or with their feaiiiee on pout. 



HCfTt. Figuree for periode before Herch 1472 ere not 
strictly conpireble with leter dete. Date for 1972 and 
1973 reflect the intrrduction of 1970 Ceneue dete into 
the estlaation proceduree. For en explenetion of the 
chengee due to the new Ceneus date end en indicetton oi 
differences, eee "Revieione in the Current Populetion 
Survey" in the February 1972 ieeue of EwPloywent and 
Earninga . 
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